
Invitation  |  Book Launch  
Empowering Women: From Murder  
& Misogyny to High Court Victory 

You’re invited to join us for the launch of Empowering Women: From 
Murder and Misogyny to High Court Victory.  An event co-hosted by 
Victorian Women Lawyers and Maurice Blackburn Lawyers. 

An inspiring story of activism in action and how the death of one man, 
security guard Steve Rogers, helped change the future of women’s 
rights in Australia, ultimately leading to the decriminalisation of 
abortion and introduction to safe access zones throughout Australia.

Details

A panel discussion and audience Q&A hosted by Jen Kanis with authors   
Dr Susie Allanson and Lizzie O’Shea along with Fiona Patten MP who 
championed the introduction of safe access zones. 

Book sales and signing opportunity, plus refreshments will be provided following 
presentations. Please advise dietaries when confirming your attendance.

Venue

Wheeler Centre 
176 Little Lonsdale Street, Melbourne CBD

Date and time

Monday 23 May 2022 
5.30pm arrival, for a 5.45pm – 8.00pm event.

Event registration

Please register here  by Monday 16 May 2022.

Event queries: Contact Courtney Tozer  
E: ctozer@mauriceblackburn.com.au  T: 8102 2079 
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From Murder & Misogyny to High Court Victory

Women took on the religious right and won!  This is a fabulous story  
full of extraordinary characters, bravery and wisdom. 

 Fiona Patten MP, Author of Sex, Drugs & the Electoral Roll  

Dr Susie Allanson with Lizzie O’Shea
Foreword by Natasha Stott Despoja AO

Empowering Women is the uplifting behind-the-scenes 
story of how the murder of a man catalysed one abortion-providing 
clinic’s fight to protect women from religious extremists. An army of 
women responded and forced Parliament to enact a women-centred 
law that ultimately saw a 2019 landmark High Court decision 
enshrine Australian women’s entitlement to reproductive autonomy 
and respect. 

Empowering Women gives you a front row seat in the courtroom 
and takes you behind closed doors into the personal, legal and 
political twists and turns of this long campaign. Interwoven with 
Susie’s personal narrative are insights from key protagonists, 
primary source material, and crucial lessons for anyone wanting to 
change the law or redesign the world for the better. 

www.wilkinsonpublishing.com.au 9 781925 927634

Dr Susie Allanson was a clinical 
psychologist for more than 35 years. 
Twenty-six of those years were at the 
Fertility Control Clinic, including when 
the clinic’s security guard was murdered. 
Susie led the clinic’s campaign for safe 
access to abortion.

Lizzie O’Shea is a lawyer and writer. Her commentary is featured 
regularly on television programs and radio, usually about law, 
technology, or human rights. Lizzie represented the Fertility Control 
Clinic in the Supreme Court case to stop the harassment of staff and 
patients by anti-abortion fanatics.
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Victorian Women Lawyers does not 
promote or oppose any political party 
or candidate for political office.

https://events.humanitix.com/empowering-women-book-launch

